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For everyday peel-and-stick decorative stickers. Follow your sticker and surface manufacturers’
instructions first. Transfer decals, window clings, and specialty materials may need different methods.

01 / Clean & dry
Choose your spot. Smooth glass, glazed ceramic, and smooth metal are usually good candidates.
Rough, porous, silicone, rubbery, or textured surfaces may not hold well. Avoid seams, tight curves,
drinking rims, vents, and controls.

Wash away the grime. On washable items, use mild dish soap and water to remove dirt and grease.
Rinse away soap and dry with a clean, lint-free cloth. Keep water away from electronics; follow the
device maker’s cleaning directions.

Check before using alcohol. If the surface manufacturer allows it, wipe away remaining oils with
isopropyl alcohol on a cloth, then let it evaporate completely. Test a hidden spot first. Alcohol can
damage some plastics, paint, coatings, and finishes. Skip oily cleaners, polish, and wax.

Let everything settle. Apply indoors to a completely dry, room-temperature surface. Avoid
condensation on cold bottles. Fresh paint must be fully cured according to its manufacturer. Wash and
dry your hands before handling the sticker.

02 / Place, peel & smooth
Plan with the backing on. Hold the sticker in position and check its angle and clearance. On a
suitable finish, low-tack painter’s tape can mark a guide; test the tape first. For bottles, choose a gently
curved area.

Expose a small edge. Peel back a short strip of backing and fold the backing away. Hold the edges
without touching the adhesive. Align and lightly anchor the exposed edge. Small stickers may need the
backing removed fully; keep the rest lifted.

Smooth as you peel. Slowly pull the backing away while smoothing each newly exposed section from
the attached edge forward and from the center toward the sides. Use a clean fingertip, soft cloth, or
plastic card wrapped in cloth. Do not stretch the sticker or drop the whole sticky side down at once.

Press the edges & wait. Press firmly across the sticker and along every edge. Follow the seller’s
bonding time before washing or heavy handling. If no time is given, keeping it dry and undisturbed for
at least 24 hours is a cautious starting point, not a guarantee of full adhesion.
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03 / Bubbles & wrinkles
A bubble while applying. Pause and gently smooth the air toward a free edge. If the adhesive is still
lightly attached and the maker allows repositioning, lift only the nearby section and lay it down again
slowly. Repeated lifting can weaken adhesion or damage the print.

A wrinkle or a trapped speck. Do not force a crease flat or stretch it out. A hard crease may be
permanent. Dust trapped underneath will not smooth away. A smaller sticker or flatter spot may be the
better solution.

A stubborn bubble afterward. A tiny air bubble may diminish with time, depending on the material.
Avoid needles, knives, and heat unless the maker specifically recommends them; punctures can
damage the finish and let moisture in.

Edges that will not stay down. Check for moisture, residue, texture, or too much curvature. Press
clean, dry edges again. If they keep lifting, choose a more compatible surface rather than adding
household glue. Use dry application unless the sticker maker explicitly allows a wet method.

04 / Care that helps it last
Know what you bought. Water-resistant, waterproof, outdoor-rated, and dishwasher-safe are
different claims. Vinyl alone does not guarantee any of them. Paper and specialty finishes may need to
stay dry. Check the exact product listing.

Wash gently. For washable stickers, hand-wash with mild soap, a soft cloth, and lukewarm water.
Avoid long soaks, abrasive pads, harsh cleaners, and scrubbing at edges. Pat dry. Use a dishwasher
only when both the sticker and the item are rated for it.

Avoid unnecessary wear. Keep away from scraping, prolonged heat, and unnecessary direct
sunlight. Outdoor exposure can fade artwork over time. Do not assume a sticker is microwave-safe or
safe for food-contact areas.

Store the unstuck collection. Leave the original backing on. Store flat in a cool, dry place out of
sunlight. Use acid-free, archival-quality sleeves for collections, and support larger sheets so corners do
not curl.
Further reading: Avery, “How to Apply Your Labels Perfectly” (avery.com); Sticker Mule, “Are your custom stickers dishwasher safe?”
(stickermule.com). Product ratings vary. These general tips are not a guarantee of adhesion, durability, or damage-free removal.


